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Julie H. Bird 

Julie H. Bird is a member of Ohkay Owingeh (The Land of the Strong People) in Ohkay 

Owingeh, New Mexico. Julie has affiliation to several other New Mexico Tribes in her family. 

Julie has two children that are also members of Ohkay Owingeh and her fiancé is from Flint, MI 

and they reside in Ohkay Owingeh. Julie has several years of direct experience working in tribal 

communities as a child welfare worker. Julie is an ICWA Manager for the Pueblo of Nambe in 

Nambe, NM. She has served the Nambe Pueblo and its families for several years now. She 

serves as an advocate on behalf of Nambe Pueblo in all Nambe Pueblo ICWA cases. Her 

presence and participation on such cases has helped to vocalize and emphasize the importance of 

Nambe Pueblo’s continued cultural practices and values in the best interest of Nambe Pueblo’s 

children. She has recently worked along-side with several State child welfare agencies in the best 

interests of Nambe Pueblo by purposefully and intentionally placing necessary supports to ensure 

that Nambe Pueblo’s children are continuously engaged and connected with their pueblo 

heritage. Julie is also certified as a Qualified Expert Witness, a trainer for the Circle of Security 

parenting curriculum along with the Circle of Keepers training provided to tribal foster families 

and a seated member and former Officer of the New Mexico Tribal Indian child welfare 

Consortium. 

The Honorable John Romero (Ret.) 

The Hon. John Romero, Jr. served as a District Court Judge in the Children’s Court Division of 

the Second Judicial District Court in Albuquerque, New Mexico for 171/2 years. He served as a 

Therapeutic Court Judge for the Program for the Empowerment of Girls (PEG), an intensive 

multi-agency juvenile probation program for girls who have experienced trauma and violence. 

Judge Romero is Co-Chair Emeritus of New Mexico’s Children’s Court Improvement 

Commission and he remains involved with the New Mexico Tribal-State Judicial Consortium. 

Judge Romero was the first judge in the country to be recognized as a Certified Child Welfare 

Law Specialist by the ABA-accredited National Association of Counsel for Children.  He served 

on the Board of Directors of the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges for 8 

years and was the Board President in 2018 – 2019.  Judge Romero is a joint member of NCJFCJ 

and the National American Indian Court Judges Association. Judge Romero has served as lead 

faculty on the National Institute on Domestic Child Sex Trafficking numerus times. He is a 

graduate of the University Of New Mexico School Of Law. 


